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New Montessori school set to open in Cornelius

BY ANN FLETCHER

On Sept. 7, educator India
Adams will spend her birth-
day in a unique and reward-
ing way:

In a school, with a bunch of
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kids.

While that may not sound
new and different for a
teacher of nine years, on that
day — a day that happens to
be her 33rd birthday — it will
be different for Adams. After
toiling for
years in other
people’s school,
this year, on
that day, she’ll
\ be striking out
on her own.
She is opening
Phoenix Mon-
tessori Acade-
my, Huntersville’s newest in-
dependent, not-for-profit ele-
mentary school. She will serve
as the school’s founder, direc-
tor and lead teacher.

Adams says the opening will
be a fine gift — one created by
circumstances over the past
few months that have led her
to believe it’s her destiny. And,
with the help of a few dedi-
cated parents, it will be.

For the past nine years, In-
dia Adams, a Montessori-cer-
tified teacher and teacher
trainer who holds a B.A. in
English from Belmont Abbey
College, has taught at Lake
Norman Day School on
Stumptown Road, an elemen-
tary Montessori school found-
ed and directed by her older
sister, Sonya Curry. Adams
says her years there have
been invaluable, adding
“they’ve molded who I am as
a Montessorian.”

And, she says, if it weren’t
for circumstances that have
played out the past few
months, she could easily pic-
ture herself as “a 95-year old
woman, happily teaching at
Lake Norman Day School.”

But events often happen in

Adams

such a way to alter the course
of one, or many, lives. That’s
the case for Adams and the
founding families of Phoenix
Montessori.

“I think it was time for me
to move in a different direc-
tion,” she says.

She is moving in a different
direction in large part because
Lake Norman Day moving in
a different direction as well,
transitioning into a Christian-
based school. That happened
at the same time that Adams’
contract with the school end-
ed, meaning she was in a po-
sition to evaluate options.

Urged by a group of parents
who wanted her to open a new
school, Adams feels she was
handed an opportunity to
“spread the Montessori
method to additional areas.”
It was an opportunity she did-
n’t want to miss.

A small group of committed
parents assured her they were
willing to do whatever it took
to open a new school quickly.

Very quickly.

And they have. Their unof-
ficial slogan is not “Carpe
Diem” or “seize the day” —it’s
more like “seize the moment.”
Their first official meeting
was just a few weeks ago on
June 2. In a short time, Adams
and parents have developed
the school’s name and theme.
The name, of course, is
Phoenix Montessori Academy:
The theme: Education &
Imagination...Rising. They
also created a logo, brochure
and Web site with on-line ap-
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Phoenix Montessori School Found-
ing parents and students include
Linda Harper (parent) Adam Harp-
er, Jordan Eggleston, Rachel Eggel-
son and Jacqueline and Alex
Eggelston (parent).

plications; formed a first year
student body of (at least) 11;
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rosh

Building Systems, Inc.
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* Custom Designed Additions

* Custom Built Homes

* Mold Remediation

* Structural Repairs

e Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
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GAFMc Residential Roofing Installer

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION:

¢ Residential & Commercial Roofing

e Handicap (ADA) Improvements

OFFICE: 704-399-1556

Please give us a call for

your home improvement
and construction needs.

We are licensed, bonded
and carry general liability

and workers compensation

insurance. We provide free

estimates and a long list of
satisfied customers.
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